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Bhagwan Sri Ram Chander Ji 
In the Golden Ape of Sat Yuga, You were pleased to deceive Ball the king, in the formiofia dwarf 
In the Silver Age of Traytaa Yuga, You were called Raam of the Raghu dynasty 






» Sri Aadi Granth Sahib, Pg. 1390 
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Bhagwan Sri Krishan Ji 


In the Brass Age of Dwaapur Yuga, You were Krishna; You killed Mur and Kans, the demons. 
You blessed Ugrasain with a Kingdom, and You blessed Your humble devotees with fearlessness. 
..«. Sri Aadi Granth Sahib, Pg. 1390 
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Sri Satguru Nanak Dev Ji 


In the Tron Age, the Dark Age of Kali Yuga, You are known and accepted as Guru Nan 
Guru Angad and Guru Amar Das. 


The Sovereign rule of the great Guru is unchanging and permanent, according the 
Command of the Primal Lord God. 
sos Sri Aadi Granth Sahib, Pg. 13 
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who dispels darkness of ignorance through the light of ote 
‘sat ‘(truth) is primal, eternal, Absolute Reality, Almighty God. The 


He shows the way to connect with God by doing away with arrogance a 
eradicating the difference between self-consciousness and the Supreme Soul: 
us to abandon greed and selfishness. He inspires us to take up self-less service, 
the Name of God, and asks us to devote our life to the welfare of others. 


This was propagated by Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji five centuries ago. Hee 
to wean off spiritualism from jungles (forests) or caves to domestic life. Hep 


world by recommending physical and practical work, service to humanity and meditati 
upon the Name of God. Guru Nanak became famous as guru of Hindus and pir of Muslim: 
From Satguru Angad Dev Ji to Satguru Tegh Bahadhur Ji, all the Gurus provided the righ 
impetus and positive direction to the Sikh Panth through their resilient activities: % 
preached among the Sikhs doctrines of love, religious discipline, austerity, ae 
rifices through actions and discourses. oy 








humanity, valour and sense of making s 












Guru Nanak Dev undertook religious pilgrimages (Udasis) to guide people of} 
earth. He composed and recited Gurbani. He performed deep meditation and preached - 
Naam-Simran eeihien, Bani recitation and sharing wealth (Vand Chhakna), He ; 





pore He had discourses with the iniellinentet and philosophers. He raised his” 
against the tyrant rulers who oppressed the poor. He preached the mankind to eat p 
vegetarian food and lead a simple living in order to maintain high morals. He prohibited)” 
eating meat, fish etc. He forbade drinking liquor and using drugs. He preached to ¢ 
pious earnings instead of sinfil and immoral earnings. He preached and propagated about ~ 
respecting women in society, to rise above castism and to be kind to the poor, He preached’ ~ 
the greatness of the Guru and to always praise the Akal - Purakh (Almighty). 








Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji condemned the social evils, superstitions prevalent in the 
society and paved the way for leading an honest, truthful life to achieve salvation, He = 
enthroned Bhai Lehna as his successor and left for his heavenly abode. Bhai Lehna (Guru 
Angad Dev) in turn handed over Gurgaddi (spiritual seat) to Guru Amardas. Guru Amardas . 
considered Bhai Jetha as the ablest among the entire sangat and handed over the authority 
of Sikh religion to him and he was named as Guru Ramdas. From there onward, this seat 
came only to the One capable to sit on the throne. Sti Guru Arjun Dev Ji and Sri Guru 
Teg Bahadur Ji sacrificed their lives for the sake of religion and became the saviours of 


Hinduism. ; 
& 
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Sri Satguru Gobind Singh Ji 


Thave come for spreading divine religion, for ‘protecting the saints and for annihilating 
and uprooting all the tyrants, 
ne Bachitra Natak, Sri Dasam Granth Sahib 
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recognition to the Sikhs and created Khalsa Panth on 30 

Guru Gobind Singh asked the Khalsa to stand up for righ 
tyranny and preached not to discriminate between human bein; 
(Akal Purakh’s) Name. His four sons (Sahibzadas) Ajit Singh, 


determination, bravery, kindnes: 
and spread its fragrance everywhere. Sri Guru Gobind Sngh Ji, apart 
philosopher, an eminent ert swords-man, a skilled archer, Ws 


would even convert his bitter e1 

he, pointing towards the Khalsa, ret 

elucidated the purpose of his birth in the following words - 
I will eradicate the very existence of devils. 
To enable the people lead a religious life. 


personality, The tyranneous Mughal rule came to an end due to the 
of the Sikhs and consequently the Sikh rule got established. Hor 


that famon 
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Sri Satguru Ram Singh Ji 


The Tenth Master appeared in person and informed him (Satguru Balak Singh): 
Ram Singh is my incarnation partaking of an element of mine, 
Thave, therefore, entrusted him, and none else, with my authority. 
. Panth Parkash, Gyani Gyan Singh 


ari Elibrary Namdhari€library@gmail.com 


























Satguru Ram Singh Ji appeared on the horizon as the 
prevalent dismal state of Sikhism. He revived the lost face and 
inspired them to follow the dictates of the Sikh Gurus as have been 
He put emphasis on the basic mantra of freedom i. 
maanat aan” ( Neither frighten others nor be afraid of any one). He’ 
of their glorious legacy and dared to confront British tyranny that alway 
might all over the world. Apprehending danger, the British rulers depo 
Singh Ji and sent him into exile to the far-away British Burma. 


Satguru Ram Singh, the founder of the Kuka movement, rose to fame: 
death of Mahraja Ranjit Singh in 1839. He proved to be not only a religious. philo 
but also an un-parallel patriot. Aghast at palace conspiracies and intrigues and degen 
of fellow Indians of time, he vowed to build an army of puritanical Sikhs who would: 
for the freedom of the country 


village of Bhaini Sahib, wher 
spend sleepless nights. The epee of the British was evident Femi ea 
massacre of 1872, A clash between the Kukas and the police of Malerkolla Was Used bhi 


also to send signals to all other anti- British forces. He arrested 68 Kukas and SFihOue 

blew off 66 of them by canons. Satuguru Ram Singh and 11 of his followers were a 

and deported to Burma and all Kuka assemblies were banned. ad 

- 

Satguru Ram Singh had issued edicts, both political and social, to his followers: + 

~ As many as 62 years ahead of Mahatma Gandhi, Satguru Ram Singh advocated” 
the practice of non-cooperation with the then ruling British as a way to free ~ 
India, 

- The Namdharis were asked not to accept any government service offered by the 
British. 

- They were also told to boycott all educational institutions opened by the: 
British. 

- They were forbidden to use any foreign-made goods. 

- The Namdharis were asked to disobey and resist the laws and orders that their 
conscience abhorred. 

- They were also asked not to use the British postal services. 

= He exhorted his followers to stop committing infanticide and female foeticide 
and selling daughters in marriage. 


Satguru Ram had also established political links with Kashmir, Nepal, Kabul and _ 
Russia in order to seek their support in getting India freed. 
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By spending 34 years in an era of atrocities, his successor, & 
kept the flame of freedom-struggle burning with his patience and ast 
Government meeted out indescribable and excruciating atrocities on the 
A permanent police-post was established at Sri Bhaini Sahib. All Namdha 
branded as criminals. It was under such coercive conditions that Satguru Hari 
taken over the helm of the Namdhari Panth. 


Sri Satguru Hari Singh Ji was not allowed to move out of Sri Bhaini 
21 years. He had to take prior permission before leaving the place and that too! 
specific occasions and for a very short period. But he kept his religious mission and 
for freedom unabated. 


The whereabouts of Satguru Ram Singh Ji could be known only after three years! 
of his deportation. Thereafter, the Namdhari Sikhs started visiting Satguru Ram Singh 
secretly, They brought many letters (Hukumnamas) from Satgura Ram Singh Ji, Salgunu! 
Hari Singh Ji organised these visits and established a regular link between Satgunu Rami 
Singh and Sri Bhaini Sahib. 


Satguru Hari Singh Ji had to perform a Herculean task for thirty four years, Some: 
of the important activities which invited his specific attention were as under: 








- To look after and develop the Head Quarters at Sri Bhaini Sahib. 
- To keep the Langar running efficiently without a break. 





- To soothen the depressed hearts of the Namdhari Sikhs and encourage them/10™ 
remain optimistic about re-appearance of Satguru Ram Singh Ji, 

- To propagate and preach the Gursikhi on the tenets of the Sikh Religion. 

- To meditate on God’s name and recite Gurbani as usual. 

- To inculcate the moral values and revive the old Sikh heritage. 

- To encounter the evil designs of the British Government. 

- Toaccelerate the love for freedom amongst the people and develop the spirit of 
independent living. 

- To continue agitation against the cow-slaughter and civil rights of the public. 


Satguru Hari Singh Ji had a sweet nature. He was polite, soft-spoken, kind-hearted 
person with a very pleasing personality. He always used to help the poor and the needy. In 
1899 AD Punjab and Bikaner were badly affected by famine. Satguru Hari Singh Ji extended 
free Jangar at Sri Bhaini Sahib for the famine-stricken people. Satguru Ji fed the hungry 
people as well as their cattle. More than 6000 famine-stricken people were fed daily. The 
Commissioner appreciated this act of generosity and wanted to donate 2500 acres of land 
to Gurudwara Sri Bhaini Sahib for the Langar. Satguru Hari Singh Ji refused this offer, and 
firmly said, “You want to give me only 2500 acres of land and keep the rest of the country 
for yourself. Whole land belongs to us, you better leave our country for good.” 
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Sri Satguru Partap Singh Ji 
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After him, Satguru Pratap Singh ji disseminated fl 
and preached the pure and truthful way of life. To invalidate 
“Divide and Rule” (that had been an age-old bludgeon weapon of 
to infuse a feeling of fraternity and harmony among his countrymen, 
Ji organized and conducted several interactive assemblies and conferer 
minded organizations who were struggling to attain national freedom, were offen 
cooperation and positive direction from time to time and were thus provided th 
support to win the national freedom. 


Satguru Partap Singh Ji was born on 9th of March, 1889 AD. He cai 
of the Namdhari Sikhs in 1906. He was the messenger of peace for the humanity, 
of justice, truthfulness and courageousness. Under his dynamic leadership, the Nami 
Movement gained momentum, He decided to give support to the Congress Party becaus 
of the ideological similarities in achieving the goal of Independence. The flame of struggle 
for independence lit by Sri Satguru Ram Singh Ji was kept buming by Satgura Pi 
Singh Ji Ji till the country achieved its s inden 


Partap Singh Ji played a vital Oe in ibe passing of this act, 


On December 31, 1929 the annual session of All India Congress was held at Lahore. 
Some of the political parties were opposed to this. The British Government also imposed) 
severe resitrictions. Satguru Partap Singh Ji, however, came forward boldly to make this 
s Thousands of Namdhari Sikhs participated in the procession. Satguru | 
rca Singh Ji sent 100 horses for the procession. Free /angar was organised for all the: 
delegates, in which his mother Mata Jeewan Kaur Ji played a vital role, The Session proved 
to be a great success. 












Sri Satguru Partap Singh Ji was great lover of Indian classical music. He always 
advocated singing Gurbani in the same Raga, in which it has been composed. He established) * 
‘Namdhari Sangeet Vidyalaya’ at Sri Bhaini Sahib to create talent amongst the youngsters. 
In order to promote close co-operation and understanding of different sects, he organised 
‘Gurmat Sangeet Sammelan’ in 1933. Eminent musicians from different parts ofthe country 
thronged the holy place of Sri Bhaini Sahib to participate in the Sammelan. pueden 
organising of such functions became a regular routine. 


The internal unity of Sikhs was of utmost importance for the common cause of 
maintaining the dignity and achieving independence. Satguru Partap Singh Ji, therefore 
organised ‘Guru Nanak Sarav Sampardai Conference’ on 14th and 15th of October, 1934, 
in which all religious institutions having faith in Guru Nanak participated. All the leaders 
agreed to live in harmony and stop criticising each other. The conference was a grand 
success. He also organised State Peoples Conference at Ludhiana on February 17, 1939 
and brought Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru and other prominent leaders to Sri Bhaini Sahib. He 
also organised Hindu-Sikh Milaap Conference on March 18 - 20, 1943 to infuse a feeling 
of fraternity and brotherhood among all the Indians. 


He left for his heavenly abode on 22nd of August, 1959. 





B 
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Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji took over as the next Gun 
too spread the message of love, peace and service for all, mi 
and universal welfare vigourously, till his last breath. He left for 
December 13, 2012. (According to his wishes, Sri Udai Singh Ji has suc 
present Satguru of Namdhari Sikhs). 


to mother Bhupinder en and father Satguru Pratap Singh Ji at Sri Bhaini § 
Maghar 1a Bikrmi Kattak Sudi Ikadshi (November 22, 1920 AD) in the ear 


his father, ees Pratap Shen Ji, who used to teach him by writing on’ ae 
(plank). He started learning classical music, when he was just four years old; fro 
Harnam Singh Ji of Chawinda. He had his primary and higher education from the: 


being taught. There was arrangement for teaching horticulture and a carpentry works 
the school itself. Here the Jeamers were et correct recitation and reading of ¢ 





In his young age, he enthusiastically took part in religious, social and pol 
activities as per the orders of his revered father Satguru Partap Singh Ji, Hi 
cooperation to organizations struggling for attaining country’s freedom by participal 
in their processions and organizing their meetings. He even deliberated on releve 
matters with political leaders. He helped in organizing religious fairs, and went on tours. 
connection with religious preaching. People paid him respect by referring him as “Waddey 
Baba Ji”. 


Sensing before-hand the partition of India, Satguru Pratap Singh Ji had directed the 
Sikhs to pack up well-in-time and cross the river Ravi, at the least. For the rehabilitation of # 
his Sikhs, Satguru Ji had purchased thousands-of-acres of land in district Sirsa. When all ; 
other princely states were being merged with India, the gracious Satguru Pratap Singh Ji 
created a new estate for his Sikhs. 


The elder Baba Ji played a major role in the purchase of land in and around Sri 
Jeewan Nagar and in developing it for the rehabilitation of the Namdhari Sikhs. 


During the partition of the country in 1947 AD, the people had seen ghastly scenes 
of communal riots, incidents of firing, outbreak of fires etc. The life, property and honour 
of the people were at great risk. The people were crying in strife. Our national leaders were 
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Grae set gamn fiw sit 
(Ustad Bhai Hamam Singh Ji 3 Ustad Bhai Mastan Singh Ji 


Que amet Ga we st Grae set ar it aut 
Ustad hai Udho Khan J Ustad Bhai Taba Ji Rababi 





The revered music teachers who imparted this fine art to the young Beant Ji 
(Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji) right from his childhood 
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A photo-impression of some pages of the Note Book in which 
Beant Ji made his notes on Music 
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Weddey Baba Ji (Satguru Jagjit Singh) welcoming 
Satguru Partap Singh Ji on his return from Kenya, 
East Africa at Palam Airport, Delhi 
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from Pakistan and the homeless were being provided shelter, In these 
riots, Hindus and Sikhs rendered protection to their own cour 
protected Muslims. But it was the place of the large-hearted Satguru Ji'y 
of the migrating Muslims too were protected like our own people. The ce 
via Sri Bhaini Sahib used to take food there where a community kitchen was 
them. Likewise, in Sri Jiwan Nagar area also, where not even a single causality,o 
the hungry and needy people were protected and served with food and water 


During the period from 1947 to 1950 AD, twenty villages undertook a joint fa 
The operations of sowing, harvesting and the distribution of the produce were unde 
under the guidance of Sri Satguru Ji. 2 


2s 


The elder Baba Ji spent his early 39 years of life in accordance with the Wi 
of Satguru Partap Singh Ji as his most obedient, contented and devout Sikh. There ar 
numerous incidences that prove him as an apt contender for the seat of Sri SatguruJi" 
descendent > 


In his childhood, a Sikh asked Babaji what his name was? The reply came, “Au 
adi je bade tapastpi bisekhiyay/ Beant Beant Beant ko karant path peKhiyay”. He ui 
speak such verses that pointed to his being a divine character. 


One Sadhu ( Sant Mangal Singh Ramtahli) thought, “ If Beant Ji has divine powe: 
he should come to my cottage”. Sri Satguru Ji visited his cottage on the pretext of askin, 
for a khurpa, to uproot a weed, and thus provided him his holy glimpse. 


When all went to sleep, he used to go out to meditate on the Name of God whi 
sitting whole night in the middle ofa wooden log placed across the two banks ofthe sarovar a 
at Sri Jiwan Nagar, and return early in the morning while everybody else was asleep. 





He used to arrange for bath of the Sikhs and Sadhus early in the morning, to cook 
chapattis for the community kitchen, to clean the utensils of the visitors, and to perform 4 
duties of the religious fairs far nights together. He used to go on tour for preaching religion 
and to solve feuds of the Sikhs. He used to address the queries put forth by Sadhus and to 
make others understand the values of the tenets of Sikhism. 


Once, Sant Taran Singh Vehmi asked him: What is Sikhism? And, what was the 
relationship between the Guru and the Sikhs? He explained that a Sikh is like an innocent 
child and the Satguru is like a father. The child holds his father’s finger, feels secure and 
enjoys the fair, likewise, a Sikh can practise Sikhism only if he enjoys the blessings of his 
Satguru. It is important to humbly accept the verdict of the Satguru and his deputies who 
provide him fatherly care, to put up with all the hardships gladly and not to ask for special 
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later stage that he had not been given any land. He should tellin ce 
reply, Natha Singh narrated that Beant Ji, by touching his own ui dery 
needed only that. At this, Satguru Partap Singh Ji explained that he 


the same that the son would demand only the Sikh way of living. 


In recognition of his abundant love, unwavering contentment and t 
once the gracious Satguru Pratap Singh Ji happily expressed , “ You are ny 
a friend”. 


About two months before Satguru Pratap Singh Ji left for his heavenly abo 
Kehar Singh Maan, while coming from Delhi in a car, had requested him, * 
Satguru Ji, you are not keeping good health. But you are much needed by the Pant 


“I am not worried on this account. The elder son is competent enough to 100 
the Panth,” Satguru Ji had confidently replied while solacing Sardar Kehar Singh. | = 


While leaving Sri Jiwan Nagar for Sri Bhaini Sahib for the last time on 26 Vi 
2016 Vikrmi, Sri Satguru 
mandatory, for anyone staying there, 
authorized from then onwards. 





It was 5-6 Sawan of 2016 Vikrmi when Sri Satguru Pratap Singh Ji called Wai 
Baba Ji near him in the Gole Mandir of Sri Bhaini Sahib. He knew very well that hi 
son has the capability, righteousness and capacity to lead the Panth . The personal Se 
Sant Rattan Singh was asked to bring a chauki (a low wooden pedestal). Wadd 
Ji was told to sit on it. While explaining him the matters relevant to the Panth, S: 
ordered him, “Come what may, the one lakh twenty five thousand paths (holy reci 
of Sri Aadi Granth Sahib, initiated in the memory and for the Darshan of Sri Satg 
Singh Ji, must be completed by all means.” 


The situation in those days was quite sensitive. Some ante-forces and sel 
political people tried to draw Sri Satguru Pratap Singh Ji into as many as 22 legal cases. 
Those political leaders tried their best to split up the Sikhs who were working in’ 
and solidarity. They wanted to drag Sri Satguru Ji in the courts. Sri Satguru Ji used to s 
that these courts are floors of lies and that he did not want to go there. The entire life of Sri__ 
Satguru Pratap Singh Ji remained an era of struggle. First, he had taken up the fight against 
the foreign rulers to liberate India from their clutches, then the struggle to rehabilitate Sikh - 
repatriates on account of the country’s partition, and finally to deal with superfluous cases 
imposed on him by our own but selfish people. Waddey Baba Ji was overwhelmed iby this 
struggleful life of Sri Satguru Ji. At such a delicate juncture of time, Sti Satguru Pratap 
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Singh Ji left for his heavenly abode in the night between 
(1959 AD) and Waddey Baba Ji took over the reigns as the S 


Soon after gracing the high seat of guruhood, Sri 


* Removed hostility to Guru Ghar 
* Silenced the opponents by taking them into his confidence 
+ Patched up with those who were annoyed and sullen 
* Encouraged the confidants to tread on the path of development 
* Took forward the initiatives taken by Sri Satguru Pratap Singh Ji 
+ Promoted the programmes on recitation of Naam and Gurbani 
+ Initiated efforts for multifarious developmental works 
+ Planned new projects 
* Made efforts for inspiring youth to follow religion and understand the rich | 
cultural values 
* Created a place of pride for Sikhs in the field of literature, music, sports, hortieu 
etc. 
*  Persuaded Sikhs to represent India at international level religious conferences 
* Performed world tours to spread the message of peace, Unity and Univ 
brotherhood : 
a 





Throughout his life, Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji strived hard forthe dissemination ofthe at 
Sikh way of life, culture and values based living. 


At the very outset, he tried to abolish rudiments of disagreement to create an 
atmosphere of straightforwardness. He made his opponents realize their mistakes. In. 
congregation of Hola Mohalla of 1963 at Sant Nagar, his main adversary, S.Teja Sing 
said in the presence of political leaders, “Satguru Pratsap Singh was right; it is we who h 
dragged him in false court cases. Today, 1, on behalf of my comrades, beg for apoloy 
from Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji”. 


It was indeed a big victory of Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji. When some half-mad p 
who had once been cursed by Satguru Pratap Singh Ji, approached him fora pardon, Sa 


the same tongue you had used for criticizing and downgrading him. Then only you will | 
pardoned. You will become normal again”. And, it happened like that. Quite soon, all the. 
clouds of hostility and disagreement disappeared. The glory and greatness of Sri Satguru 
Jagjit Singh Ji shone like the Sun. He had made up his mind to execute the things as was _ 
dreamt by Satguru Pratap Singh Ji. 

The verdict of Sri Satguru Pratap Singh Ji made at Bangkok is clearly mentioned 
on the 27 February page of the personal diary (of Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji) of 1950: “Sri 
Satguru Ji elaborated in his discourse the existence of dehdhari avtar (the living guru). In 
the concluding part of the discourse, he emphasized upon the Sikhs, especially, upon the 











. 





- Governor B. Reddy of Andhra Pradesh presenting Gopal Rattan Award 
to Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji in 1965 at Hyderabad 






Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji feeding jaggery to the cows at 
the Sri Bhaini Sahib Goshala 
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Namdhari Sikhs that they must meditate on God’s Name 
them is based on Naam and Baani only. 


To strengthen this affiliation and relationship, Satguru Jagjit 

* Organized one lakh twenty five thousand recitations of Sri Adi 
thrice. 

* Organized one lakh twenty five thousand recitations of Chandi Di 
havan yagyas, five times. 

* Increased the number of Akhand Varnis, (the un-interrupted recitation: 0 
Name) to sixteen from the two started by Satguru Pratap Singh Ji, ce} 

+ Expanded the annual Naam Simran Jap Paryog for a month (meditation on God 
Name) to different towns in diverse parts of the world such as India, Thail 
Africa, England, Germany, America, Australia, Canada ete. where thousands a 
Namdhari Sikhs take part in the meditation activity for at least eight hours dailyas: > 

+ Accontinuous Naam-Simran Jap Paryog (meditation on God’s name) is going 
at Sri Bhaini Sahib since 1986, wherein children, youth and the aged from fivert 
ninety-five years take part right in the early hours of the moming. ry, 








Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh himself took part in these Naam-Simran Japs’ in order fb ‘ 
inspire others to do so despite his very busy schedule. Getting up early in Ihennchntiaaa 
taking whole body bath and meditating from 2 a.m. onwards followed by listening to kirtanl) 
of Assa Ji Di Vaar, performing one hour meditation and partaking in the Kirtan at noon for 
about an hour, reciting path of 16 baanis constitute his daily chore. He always discourses 
and orders, “Eve: 
daily and every family must perform a 
Granth Sahib.” 


ae Kirtan sada visoaa’”. In the kirtan being ae hone in the presence of Sri Satguru ; 
Jagjit Singh Ji, the audience could listen to the melodious sounds of various stringed” 
musical-instruments like the rabaab, sitar, sarod, saranda, santoor, sarangi, dilruba andthe 
flute (barring the western instrument Harmonium). People from a cross-section of society 
including college and school students and highly-placed lawyers, doctors, engineers from 
India and abroad find time from their busy schedule to learn about performing Gurbani 
Kirtan, They perform kirtan while draped in Namdhari dress. They perform Kirtan free of 
any charges. They have a keenness to perform before Sri Satguru Ji; it provides them an E 
utmost delight, contentment and solace. 


For rural developmental activities, Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji chose Sri Jiwan Nagar 
area as his experimental arena to start with. In this area, there was occasional occurrence of 
famines. People had to use wild-fruits and bers (berries) as their food. Drought like climatic 
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Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji laid down the foundation of the Peace Temple 






Sri Satguru Ji among the leading religious 
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‘Ek Oankar 
Sri Satgural Ram Singh Ji Sa 


I have Seen Dr. Suchat’s Aashram's 
in which séveral Sadbus reside 
who observe “silence for many” 


fw ara zy A 








ares warse A or Zien ews. a Ren otal 


Re wh wey eee eh 







they possess pious: thoughts and 
abstain from meat, liquor, eggs 
and beetle-leaves etc, ‘Dr Slichat 
himself remains - in) meditative | 
mood for hours. together and 
enjoys other-worldly'scehes. That 
is why, no animal, nor éyen a) 
snake is killed in this Aashram. 
This is the sign of peace” and’ 
happiness for the entire world 
We all should leam from this’ 
as to how nicély to recognize 
somebody's religion and how 
nicely to appreciate somebody's 
goodness. 


we wee ner wre orale 2) femeR a oH 
aH a aR oh as fim ney Hl law am med shy sd rile 
WPA sea oH) eRe] 2A na vaxe mymed\ By wd ee 
em fore J) a mar] ci) Pred) fod Ba? 
mY fhe eran ah SOA 3 ho Mase AL anh tr 
Pe A 2d Aged) fers we32 on 3 








sd: 
Satguru Jagjit Singh J 

09 Phagun, 2034 

Hufa Sawann Rajbury, Thailand 
(Time) 09:15 


in Thailand on October 19, 1978 and recorded his views in the visitors’ book 





personalities and diplomats of the world 
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‘On 7-9-1986 at Tibba in Sri Jiwan Nagar Area, Sri Satguru Ji got the high - 
standing dunes of sand-like soil levelled by using 225 tractors at a time and 
developed the land for cultivation purposes 


ndhari library Namdhari€library@gmail.com 

















Ji, and with the increase in Naam-Baani and the Satguru’s holy p 
soon became prosperous as per the verdict of Gurbani : 





“Sa dharat bhayee haryaawii jithey mera satguru baitha aayey 


(The very soil where my Satguru puts his feet on, becomes fertileand! 
greenery) 


installed tube-wells for irrigation. The region looked green with vegetation, Even 
the land in the area required proper leveling and development. It demanded determinati 
and serious hard labour. Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji with the help of his Sikhs made: 
400 acres of marsh and unfit land worth cultivation. This land became very fertile and it 


produced wheat-yield of 66 maunds per acre. This farm came to be called a Model Farm 


who too made efforts to reclaim their lands through putting in hard work. 


The wild ber, peelan (the black-berries), and chibbers were used to be the ma 
fruits of the area. Sri Satguru Ji sent the soil for fertility-test and planned to establish frui 
orchards with the help of the Department of Agriculture. These test-reports indicated un=) 5) 
suitability of the soil for fruits of citrus family (lemon, mandarins, sweet oranges etc), Sti 





results. The presently prevailing problems associated with wheat-paddy rotation in the 
state have become a cause of serious concern for the Government and farmers as well: At 


to promote profitability from small holdings, as early as in 1962-63 AD. This 
thinking of Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji led to the establishment of “Namdhari Seeds’ which” 
is now a world-famous seed company engaged in the production of the world-class seeds 
of vegetables and flower plants. : 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh not only reclaimed soil or endeavoured for religious and 
economic development but continued making efforts in the direction of social reforms 
also. 

He established an organization “Sarab Hind Namdhari Vidyak Jatha’ (All India 
Namdhari Educational Organization) in 1964-65 which worked with the following 
objectives: 
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Sri Satguru Ji with the players of Namdhari Hockey Team 
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+ To provide need-based education to the youth in order to 
personality and brighten their future 


a platform to collectively share their views, interact together, to clarify their 
have direct link with their Satguru Ji. 


The Sarab Hind Namdhari Vidyak Jatha which was earlier meant for youn 
only, was renamed as Vishwa Namdhari Vidyak Jatha and a Women’s Wing was also 
to it in 1981. This organization of young women is endeavouring to make 
efforts in directing women to stay away from fashion, stop giving and accepting dowry, 
conserve the rich culture and heritage of our country. 


During the periodic meetings of this organization, the participants gotan opportunity 
to stay in the personal contact of Sri Satguru Ji who showered his love and affection on them! 
and mixed freely with them. He used to encourage them in whatever area the participants 
had aptitude for and provided them his noble ideas and able guidance. 





The intimacy of Sri Satguru Ji, his love and able leadership inculcated among the 
youth a feeling of dedication and to do something good and special so as to seek thes 
pleasure and blessings of Sri Satguru Ji. With this enthusiasm, the Namdhari youth have | 
made significant strides in different fields. 


The Namdhari Hockey Team based primarily on the boys picked-up from only two: 
villages has shown marvelous results and attained international recognition. Thakur Uday 
Singh (now, the present Satguru) with his scientific outlook and aptitude for hard-work 
has created an exclusive international niche for his Company named “Namdhari Seeds” 
Perhaps this very dedication to his challenging task and total obedience to Satguru Jagjit 
Singh Ji has prepared him to accept the biggest challenge of his life—the leadership of the 
Namdhari Sect. 


The Sikh youth, in general, are in doldrums and disoriented. They are confused 
and unable to decide as to which religious or political leader they must rely-on to secure 
a safe future for themselves and for the society. But the Namdhari youth are confident 
and fortunate enough that their Satguru is always there to guide and help them to create a 
definite place for themselves in the social order. Their faith has equipped them to excel and 
earn laurels and respect in their lives. 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji was an optimistic and progressive personality. While 
addressing the audience of a function to felicitate Kavi Paritam Singh at Sri Bhaini Sahib 
on 15th October 2000, the famous scholar of Punjabi, Professor Pritam Singh said, “I am 
glad that Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji has not only looked after his own scholars but the 





| 
| 
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‘On the occasion of Silver Jubilee Celebrations of Punjabi Sahit Academy 
at Punjabi Bhawan, Ludhiana on January 8, 1993 





At Sri Bhaini Sahib on March 19, 2003 
Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh amongst the prominent Punjabi Writers 
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Sikhs, but also cooperated with, guided and helped those, ‘rere 
or origin, who were capable of doing something special in their own | 
fulfill their life-dreams. 


their lives, Pandit Rajan Sajan Mishra, Dr. Musharraf Ali, or a yegetable- 
of Malerkotla, or a poverty-laden Bagri boy Rameshwar, possessing a keen! 


Ji listened to them for the first time, he asked them to leave iicheemes straight away. } 
promised to give them a salary higher than what they got from their jobs provided 
practice (to do riaz) regularly. Now the Mishra Brothers are world-renowned, 
singers. Pandit Rajan Sajan Mishra used to say, “We had never imagined that one day, 
will be so much reputed. Whatever we are today is due to the blessings of Sri Satguruvag 
Singh Ji.” Likewise, Dr Musharaf Ali (Dr Musa) used to work in a small clinic in)Del 
He came in contact with Sri Satguru Ji who identified his talent, inspired’ him foypractt 








and those were cured. Soon, Dr Musa became a famous doctor of Delhi, Now, he/owns' 
a big clinic in London. Once addressing a press conference in London, Dr Musalsaid, 
“The success to cure the incurables that | have attained today, is due to the blessings of 
Sri Satguru Ji who possesses miraculous powers. Had J not got his blessings, Bic 
been running just a small clinic in Delhi.” 





Sri Satguru Ji strived not only to conserve the rich heritage of India and accompli 
several developmental activities but also looked after the aged people who had once'st 
the society or the country. The great people who devoted their whole lives for the: 
of the Nation and its culture and heritage, were cared for by him. The famous historian/Pt = 
Sunder Lal, the famous leader and President of the Gadar Party-- Baba Sohan Singh Bhakna, 
Sardar Rajinder Singh-- brother of Shaheed Bhagat Singh, the gold-medal winner- a 
Gulab Singh Athlete, the famous Punjabi littérateur Sant Singh Sekhon, Cc 
Khurshidi and Milton of Punjabi literature--Prof. Kirpal Singh Kasel, are among many 4 
individuals whose old age has been looked after by Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji. 


One of the major activities carried out under the overall supervision of Sri Satguru 
Jagjit Singh Ji is the establishment of educational institutes. E 


During the British rule, Namdhari Sikhs had boycotted everything foreign-made 
besides fully condemning the British courts, railways, post & telegraphs departments and 
educational institutes as per the directive of Satguru Ram Singh Ji. Therefore, an acute 
deficiency of school education existed in the Namdhari camp. After the freedom of the 
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At Namdhari Saheedi Samarak, Malerkotla, Punjab on January 17, 1999 





Namdhari Saheedi Samarak, Malerkotla, Punjab 
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country, this deficiency was looked into and Satguru Partap 
get education from government schools. He also established S: 


Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji. Many Namdhari cael institutes such: as Atal 
Maha Vidyalaya at Sant Nagar, Shaheed Bishan Singh Memorial Higher St 


(Thailand) wherein students from 13 countries are getting education where, ina 
their other subjects, Punjabi is also taught as an optional subject. 


Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji made several successful efforts for the develop 
the mother- tongue, Punjabi. He sent teachers to teach Punjabi to Namdhari Sikhsio 
ages living abroad. He sent scholars for teaching Punjabi to the Sikhs living in ‘America. 
He organized International Punjabi Conferences and cooperated with the organizatic 
engaged in the promotion of Punjabi in all possible ways. 


Satguru Jagjit Singh celebrated many centenaries to enkindle the name and) 
philosophy of the Sikh Satgurus all over the world. The Sth Birth Centenary of Guru N 
Dev Ji in 1969 AD, the Anand Karaj Centenary in 1963 AD, the Centenary of Exil 
Satguru Ram Singh Ji in 1972, the Birth Centenary of Satguru Partap Singh Ji in 1989-90, 
The 3rd Martyrdom Centenary of Satguru Teg Bahadur Ji in 1975 AD, the 300th Khalsa 
Creation Year in 1999 and 400th Birth Anniversary of Guru Angad Dey Ji in 2004) Here 
celebrated with great fervor. In 2007 AD, The 150th year of the First Freedom Struggle) 
‘Kuka Movement’ was also commemorated at the national level. These programmes also. 3 
coincided with the holding of relevant seminars and publication of literature to highlight 
our glorious history. The philosophy of the Sikh Satgurus was promoted among people: 









Additionally, ‘Satguru Ram Singh Chair’ was established in Sampurana Nand 
Sanskrit University, Banaras and Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar to Propagate the 
philosophy of Satguru Ram Singh Ji. 


In the area of new constructions, Sri Bhaini Sahib has been given a new face-lift: It 
being the historic epicenter of the national freedom-struggle, a Master Plan was chalked-out 
and is being implemented phase-wise. A pillar-less gigantic hall, the biggest of its kind in 
Asia, has been constructed and named Partap Mandir. A unique, octagonal “Ram Sarovar’ 
without water influx from outside has also been constructed. The Hari Mandir has also 5 
been widened and centrally air-conditioned. These constructions are architectural wonders. 

The central monument of Sri Bhaini Sahib, Ram Mandir, has now acquired a majestic look 
after its high-domed, round-shaped reconstruction on a raised platform. The surrounding 
area has been beautified with lawns and flower-beds. New and large Langar halls haye — 
also been built. Over a century-old residences of the Satgurus have been reconstructed by 
retaining their old look. 
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At the World Religions Summit, 2000 AD, New York, USA 
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Inthe memory of the 66 Kuka martyrs, a Namdhari Shaheedi 
at Malerkotla, It has a 66 feet high Khanda, a unique cae in itself. Furt 


foundation stone of this 300 bedded super-speciality hospital was laid on 281 
2000 AD by Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji himself. 


oo 


( 


creditable glory to the Sikh religion at national an international levels. In 1961 AD, 
he visited Japan where there is a reputed University of Budhism. Students from many 
other universities go there in search of knowledge about this ancient religion, Satguru 
Ji participated in a religious discourse there. Dr Gopal Singh and Raghubir Singh, the 
established Sikh scholars, also participated in it. The attending students had posed a 
question, “What is the religion that is common to all?” The scholars present over there, 
tried to explain this point through elaborate lectures but the students were not satisfied. At 
last, Satguru Ji spoke: “Bolivey sach dharam jhooth na boliyey” (One should not tellia lies 
Always speaking the truth is the religion). To speak the truth is the common religion for 
all. Even the atheists-- those who don’t believe in God-- for them also, speaking the truth 
is a religion, Truth is God. If all turn out to be truthful, there would be no quarrel or fight 
in the world. 








Once, as he emerged from the World Peace Council Conference, some religious 
people asked him, “What makes you to be with these Russians, the atheists, the non- 
believers? They don’t have even a remote relation with religion.” Satguru Ji responded, 
“The entire international community is making endeavors for ushering in an era of peace 
in the world. I tell them that they can succeed in bringing peace if they follow the teachings 
of Guru Nanak. We can achieve universal peace through treading on the path of Sarbat Da 
Bhala (wellbeing for all)”. 


Satguru Ji sent a delegation to take part in the Parliament of World Religions at . 
Cape Town (South Africa) in 1999 for the cause of establishing peace, unity and religious 
harmony. From 27 to 31 August, 2000 a World Peace Summit was held in the Assembly 
Hall of the United Nations Organizations at New York. Nearly 2000 leaders from 90 
countries of the world gathered there to participate in the deliberations. On this occasion, 
the General Secretary of the conference, Shri Bawa Jain said, “The words of my revered 
Acharaya Sushil Muni Ji spoken in the presence of Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji, are coming 
true. He had a strong wish that a Summit meeting for global peace be held under the aegis 
of the United Nations Organizations. Today, I am pleased that this meeting is being held in 
the presence of Sri Satguru Ji and it gives me a soulful feeling as if my departed Acharaya 
Ji, is also present amongst us here”. At this Summit, while giving a message for world 
peace, Sri Satguru Ji remarked, “We must donate out something from our rights; we should 
never snatch others’ rights, but should rather guard the rights of others. This approach can 
end up all quarrels from the world.” 


3 
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SATGURU JAGITT SI 
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Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji inaugurated Satguru Partap Singh Apollo Hospital at 
Ludhiana on March 28, 2005 
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on Vegetarianism and he even organized some ae these oe 
World Vegetarians’ Conference at Toronto (Canada) in July 2000, | 
vegetarian habits are intimately connected. So long as violence ag 
there, there cannot be any peace in the world. We should think not only 
human beings but for the wellbeing of animals also”. 7 


He had inherited the keen desire for improving the state of 
through breeding from Satguru Pratap Singh Ji, his revered father. He used to par 
in international cattle shows and offered useful suggestions. He was bestows ‘yl 
national honor of ‘Gopal Ratan’ in 1965 at Hyderabad, by the Gau-Goyardhan’ amn 
recognition of his valuable contribution to animal husbandry, improvement and he 
of cows . 





Sri Satguru Ji also undertook treatment of countless number of poorpatient Sage 
his own resources. For this charitable activity, the Doctors Association, Ludhiana’ 
him with ‘Dharam Rakhyak’ Award. 


The International Bhai Mardana Kirtan Darbar Society bestowed him witht 
Mardana Award’ due to his singular efforts to conserve and disseminate old traditio 
Gurbani Kirtan. 


He made special efforts to send his trainees to major music stalwarts|( 
to acquire perfection and diversity in singing and classical music. He organized) 
sangeet sammelans (musical festivals) in the memory of Satgura Pratap Singh | 
several occasions wherein the music lovers could listen to the performance by *) 
musicians without any charges. For promoting classical music and preparing amu n 


an award of ‘Sangeetacharaya’ . Ustad Amjad Ali Khan presented Satguru Ji with 
Maneeshi’ award on behalf of the Ustad Hafiz Ali Khan Memorial Society at 
Gawalior on 4th November, 1999. 


Satguru Jagjit Singh succeeded in convincing, the» present Sele 
Governments that the Namdhari Sikhs were the first and foremost n 
under the leadership of Satguru Ram Singh Ji who should besuiteblpReuatredt 
the photographs of Satguru Ram Singh Ji were displayed in the Punjab 
Chandigarh and in the Parliament House in Delhi. One commemor 
Rs. 100/-denomination) has also’ been minted and issued by the il 
India, in the year 2012. For his unique contribution to the Indian Cl: 
Gurmat Sangeet, The National Sangeet & Natak Academy has honow 
singh Ji with the Tagore Ratna Fellowship in 2012, the Bitar 
Rabindranath Tagore. 
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Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru thanking Sri Satguru Ji 
for donating in the Defence Fund in 1962 


ster S. Manmohan Singh paying his respect to 
Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji 
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It is due to the personal efforts and blessings of Sri Satg 
‘Namdhari Sect has touched the highest peak of glory. Once upon a tim 
by the pro-British priests of the sovereign-temporal seat of the Sikhs, 
Namdharis are not Sikhs. Now, from the same Sri Akal Takhat Sahib, the Na 
have been declared as martyrs of the Sikh community. Sri Satguru Ji has been ft 
from Takhat Sri Hazoor Sahib and Takhat Sri Kesgarh Sahib. 
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The people of England were much perturbed by the prolonged spell of di 
1978. Even drinking water was in short supply in that year. The drought was so} 
that people feared that they may have to face a famine like situation. The scientists wi 
struggling to find some solution but nothing was coming forward. The Weatherman’ had 
predicted long spell of drought. Sri Satguru Ji happened to be in England in the m 
of August, that year. The prominent British people and Indians living there appealed) to) 
Sri Satguru Ji for the rains. Giving them solace, Sri Satguru Ji said, “Tomorrow, we 
perform A: after the bhog of Asa Ji di Var; we can only pray before the God Almighty. 
In case our prayer is accepted, it will surely rain”. The next day received rains that contin 
the whole day. The electronic and print media of England projected Sri SatguruJi as) “The 
Rain God’. 


Dr Suchaat invited religious heads from 22 countries in November, 1978 atthe tim 
of laying the foundation stone of Peace Temple. The visiting religious heads had brot 
with them the soil from their respective countries which was added in the foundation 
temple. The national flags of 32 countries were unfurled. It was a moment of great: 
us Indians when Sri Satguru Ji laid the foundation stone of the Peace Temple: 





Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji was an accomplished divine personality. There arest 
Sikhs, Muslims, as well as Christians amongst his devotees. Some are even 
area of Rajasthan. He was not only a religious guru but the architect of an ide 
as well. He was a successful administrator for all-round development. With the 
his word and work, he has transformed his times and shown the way to step 
achieve the ultimate mission. 


came up greenery all over. With his blessings the poor children became: 
musicians, sportspersons, and scientists. When he bappened to be on 
Sikh way of life and culture became glorified. 


The divine and holy glimpse of Sri Satguru Ji provided 
of tranquility, splendor and excellence. His face and forehead 


Intimacy with elders 
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Intimacy with birds 
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Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji 
reciting Gurbani as a part of 
his daily routine 
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His lifestyle of simplicity, cleanliness, charity, taking initiative and his: constructive 


approach was in fact a message and a source of inspiration for others. The life of Sri 
Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji, was that of a multi-dimensional Karamyogi (a most accomplished, 
practical person) who worked like a multifarious manager and an invincible leader. 


Satguru Ji’s Legacy 





Satguru Jagjit Singh’s contribution to the Namdhari sect can be gauged’ from) the 


following diktats issued by him: 


+ Marriage ceremonies should be kept simple. There should be no indulgence 
in extravaganza. Both the groom and the bride must dress in plain’ white, No 
jewellery must be worn and no dowry must be given. Marriages must not take 
place in hotels or lavish pandals but only at nearby Namdhari Dharmshalas, 

+ No morsel of food to be wasted, as overwhelming poverty marks the lives of 
millions 

+ Crackers must not be burst on Diwali because the ensuing pollution not only 
harms the environment but also brings into focus the wide disparity between the 
have and have-nots. 

+ Lohri must not to be celebrated on the birth of a boy, as that would speak of 
gender discrimination. 

* Loud speakers should not to be used in Namdhari temples, for they add to noise 
pollution and disturb the people living around. 

* Oneshouldnotpossess too many clothes, as such belonging generate materialistic 
desires besides creating disparity. 

+ Watching of films on television or in cinema halls be stopped but children be 
encouraged to watch news, sports or any other educative programme. 

+ Each Sikh must meditate for at least one hour daily and each Sikh family must 
recite completely the Aadi Granth Sahib ot the Dasam Granth Sahib monthly. 
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the world including India. Besides being a spiritual leader he has given birth 
religion — the religion of music. 


spoke His first word ‘Oankar’ which is, in fact, a musical sound or ‘dhvani?, Hence) mi 
being the medium of Creation, it has all the potential to connect us to the Creator. 


Music is the art that permeates every human society, in one form or anothen Mu: 
is the source of Truth, spirituality and universal stability. It is the common language that 
unites the entire mankind. 

Plato, the great Western philosopher, recognized its association with soul’ abouts) 
2500 years ago. A universal art, music has been attributed the power to moye men, to help. 
crops grow, to cause cows to yield milk and in the Indian tradition to create rain and to) E 
light lamps. Such is its relationship to human and animal senses and the environment as a 4 
whole. 

Indian classical tradition is unique because it has a long unbroken, though 
continuously evolving record, since the Vedic times, about 4000 years ago, It has developed! 
over the centuries into music of profound melodic and rhythmic intricacy, through the ‘a 
guru of music and divinity and shishya tradition. In this tradition, an aspiring musician 
with him, serves him with devotion and learns from him 
in total humility. It is a very close relationship, a spiritual discipline, a path of realization, in) 
which the singing and playing of instruments becomes a spiritual exploration, an endeavour . 
towards harmony of the individual being with the all-peryading reality. * 

Indian classical music is an ethereal creation, the Lord’s own mystical sound that “) 
emanates from within Nature. It is a synonym of love and is the easiest way to reach one’s 
Lord. 

The Sikh Devotional Music is also based on the tenets of Indian Classical Music: 

The journey of Sikh Devotional music begins with the playing of Rabab by Mardana and 
the singing of the Holy Hymns to it by Satguru Nanak—a journey that brought music from 
the precincts of the royal courts to a commoner, co-joining it to the realm of spirituality, 
where every home imbibes music and becomes the place of faith, 

Satguru Arjun Dey Ji took this journey forward while editing the Adi Granth Sahib, 
using music as a medium to collate the teachings of the Sikh Satgurus, Muslim and Hindu 
holy men, bards and hymn singers. Classified into various Indian Classical Ragas, the Adi 
Granth Sahib is an unequivocal literary and musical scripture that imbibes both the grace 
and the tranquility of music. 

The foundation of the Sikh Devotional Music thus having been laid, was enhanced 
and propagated by each successive Sikh Guru. While Satguru Arjun Dev Ji played the 
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apprentices himself to a guru, liv 


























Amar Singh Amba performing in the presence of Sri Satguru Ji and 
prominent master of music at Kathak Kendra, New Delhi 
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Saranda, Satguru Hargobind Singh Ji played the Taaus.Satguru Gobind Singh 
played the Rabab but also was an eclectic singer, who composed music in as 
Raagas. 


The Sikh devotional music became a medium of non-yiolent, non: 5 
movement in India’s struggle for independence from the British during the times 
Satguru Ram Singh Ji, Satguru Hari Singh Ji and the journey attained ascendaney um 
the benevolence of Satguru Partap Sing Ji and Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji, who renewed) 
efforts to safeguard not only the traditions of Sikh devotional music but also that of the 5 
Indian Classical Music. 


Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji(1920-2012) grew up at Sri Bhaini Sahib under the tutelage ) : 
of his father Satguru Partap Singh Ji. Trained by exponents of Indian classical music from) 
the Talwandi Gharana and by the seers of Gurumat Kirtan (Sikh Devotional Music) from! 
the age of approximately five years, he soon achieved perfection in reciting and singing 
Gurbani unerringly, while playing the Dilruba. 

The tradition of Gurmat Kirtan under the guidance of Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh) 
Ji, witnessed the revival of its glorious past, breaking new grounds. The harmonium was: 
replaced by the Dilruba, and other stringed musical instruments like the Sitar, Sarod) 
Sarangi, Santoor were also added. 


Continuing the tradition set by his father, Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji invited and honored. 
the maestros of Indian classical Music as well as the Sikh devotional singers to Sri Bhaini 
Sahib, to learn and imbibe their tradition into Gurmat Kirtan. 

It would not be an exaggeration to state that Sri Satguru Ji himself was a huge 
storehouse of several Bandishes of Khayal and Thumri as well as Dhrupad. His major 
contribution to Indian music has been in the interpretation and playing of various Zaals in) 
different matras (beats), modifying the existing concept into yarious quarters. 

Propagating the tenets of the Adi Granth Sahib, Sri Satguru Ji initiated the research 
of various Raagas as stated in this scripture. Promulgating the lyrics and poetic writings of 
Satguru Gobind Singh Ji as written in the Dasam Granth Sahib, Satguru Jagjit Singh has 
also rendered several hymns from this scripture into musical compositions. 

It was indeed his ardent love and respect for Music and Gurbani that Sri Satguru Ji 
came to be known as the greatest patron of Indian Classical and Sikh Devotional Music in 
the post-independence era of India. 

Satguru Jagjit Singh gave birth to a parallel religion—the religion of music. In the 
history of music, he will always be credited with unmatched passion that sowed the seeds 
of a silent musical revolution in Punjab, which of late has had little to boast of in the field 
of classical music. Even in his old age, his thirst for music remained insatiate. 

It was as early as 1959 that Satguru Jagjit Singh had foreseen the dearth of talent in 
the field of classical music in the Punjab. He was taken aback to learn that only two Raagis 
of Namdhari Darbar, Darshan Singh and Khazan Singh, were using Indian Classical Vocal 
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forms while reciting Gurbani. What will happen in the future, he asked him 
of Punjab had not realized that this fine art was being eroded in the state. He d 
wanted classical music to thrive in the state. 


Satguru Jagjit Singh, who himself exceled in Indian classical vocal and instrumental music, | z 
started imparting knowledge to boys and girls, aged between five and ten years. Soon the ™ 
number began to multiply. The untiring, unrelenting and consistent devotion of the Guru! 
and his disciples over a period of ten to fifteen years began to bear fruit. The foundation of vi 
Indian classical and instrumental music was being laid in the remote village of Sr Bhaini ut: 
Sahib. + 

In Addition to the above efforts, he sent some of his young students to the renowned 
maestros to learn Indian classical music and also invited these masters to Sri BhainiSahiby 
from time to time. Among these, the names of Ustad Vilayat Ali Khan, Ustad Amajad/Alli 
Khan, Pandit Hari Narayan, Pandit Hari Parsad Chaurasiya (the famous flute singer) are 
worth mentioning. 

As a result of his conscious efforts, hundred of Namdhari Sikh children in the age 
group of eight and fifteen years as well as the youth above twenty years have been trained 
in classical and vocal music in India, E ind, America and Canada as well. 





Some young Namdhari artists like the vocalists Sukhdev Singh and Mohan Singh) 
Balwant Singh(vocalist and Santoorist) and Harjinder Singh(Sitar and Rabab player); 
Sukhwinder Singh Pinky and Harpreet Singh Sonu(the 7ab/a players) have become quite! 
famous in the music circles in India and abroad. Balwant Singh was decorated with’ the 
Punjab State Award for Indian 
classical vocal and Santoor 
Vadan on February 27, 2003. 
Sukhwinder Singh Pinky had 
won the......... 




















Satguru Jagjit Singh the 
pionear of this music revolution 
was himself honoured by the | 
National Sangeet &Natak | 
Akademi with Tagore Ratan | 
Fellowship in 2012 for his life- 
long contribution to the Indian 


piessical music, April 13, 2013 Sri Bhaini Sahib - Mrs. Shanta Sarabjit 


Singh, Vice Chairman of National Sangeet Natak 
Academy and S. Baldeep Singh handing over the Tagore 
Ratna Fellowship Award to Sri Mata Chand Kaur Ji on 

behalf of Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji 
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When I try to invoke the picture of Mahatma Buddha while reading his life-story that he 
had renounced his kingdom and roamed in the jungles to find the meaning of life and death, 
Iam not able to see the Buddha from any of his available pictures or statues. 
But, while looking at the photograph of Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji, I felt that the Enlightened 
Buddha, who conveyed the vast meaning of life through very small things and facts, must 
have looked exactly like him. 
On seeing Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji, | was convinced that the fearless and mighty holy 
men, sages, saints and Gurus must have looked like him. Contemplating this, your mind 
automatically bows before him in respect. 

..Dr. Dalip Kaur Tiwana 
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